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AN ABNORMAL INFERIOR SUPRARENAL ARTERY
A vascular anomaly found during the dissection of a human cadaver appears
to be a unique anatomical variant. A search of the literature has not
revealed a similar instance.
DESCRIPTION
The subject was a white male who died of a cerebral hemorrhage at
sixty-six years of age.
The right internal spermatic artery, instead of having its origin from the
aorta at the normal level, arose above that of the renal artery. It passed
caudally between the right renal artery and the renal vein; from this point
on, it had a normal descent to the testis. An anomalous vascular connection
in the form of an artery 3 mm. in diameter, serving as the inferior supra-
renal artery, arose from the internal spermatic artery immediately caudal
to the renal vein. It passed anteriorly to the latter in its course to the supra-
renal gland (Fig. 1). The right kidney was normal both in appearance and
position.
DISCUSSION
In embryonic development, the vessels which will ultimately become the
renal, suprarenal, and internal spermatic arteries are connected by many
branches which constitute part of the periaortic plexus. It is possible that
any of the connecting branches of the periaortic plexus may persist.' The
present suprarenal artery arising from the internal spermatic was probably
a connecting artery which persisted to become the inferior suprarenal. Such
an origin of the inferior suprarenal artery is not unusual'; however, it is
uncommon to find the internal spermatic and the inferior suprarenal arteries
forming such an intimate loop around the renal vein. It is plausible to con-
sider that in severe nephroptosis such an arterial loop could produce
obstruction of the renal vein.
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FIG. 1. An abnormal inferior suprarenal artery.
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